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Good Writing Samples include the following…. 

• Opportunity for the student’s voice to 

emerge (thus, a personal narrative) 

• Sequencing including a beginning, a 

middle, and an end 

• Must be totally authentic – meaning no 

editing, revision, teacher coaching, etc. 

• More than one sentence 

• Be personal in nature 

 







I went to the 

park. I fell 

down. I got 

a cut. I went 

to the 

doctor. They 

gave me a 

stitch. It 

hurt. 





Tips for Getting a Writing Sample 

• Try to get a personal narrative, where the child describes 
a life experience or tells a story that happened to them 

• Aim for a prompt that follows a narrative story sequence, 
with a beginning, middle, and end 

• Tap into the child’s personal interests and motivations 

• Have them “read back” their writing to you, while you 
transcribe it (write down what they’ve read to you) 

• Use paper appropriate to the child’s ability level. 

• For emergent writers – the “writing” can be in picture 
form with child-written labels and teacher dictation and 
transcription 



Give a Story to Get a Story 

• One time, I got hurt… (bee stings, trips to 

the ER) 

• Accidents I saw 

• Trips and vacations 

• Moments of drama, excitement, tension, 

problem and solution  



Evaluating Writing 

• Looking at your focus student’s sample, evaluate 
the following: 
– Their sentence structure 

– Their story structure 

– Their word choice & ability to express themselves 

– Their mechanics and conventions 

– Their level of spelling 

– Their ability to convey an idea 

– Their voice 

– Their clarity 

– Their organization 
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(See the actual rubric on the course wiki.) 
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